iE SPIRITUAL ISSUES OF THE. WAR 


This bulletin is published for réailers at home and abroad by the Religions Division of the Ministry 


& = of Information, London, to elucidate the spiritual issues at stake in the war, and to provide informa- 


_ tion concerning the British Churches in wartime, as well as their contribution to post-war reconstruction. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury issues the 
ollowing Statement with the approval and 
endorsement of the Archbishop of York, the 
Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, the Archbishop of Wales, 
the Archbishop of Armagh (Primate of all 
Ireland) the Primus of the Episcopal Church 
in Scotland, the President of the Methodist 
Conference, the President of the Baptist 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland, the 
Chairman of the Congregational Union of 
England and Wales, and the Moderator of 
the Presbyterian Church of England :— 

“When the collapse of Germany comes 
about, there will no doubt be an appointed 
day on which the nation may give thanks to 
Almighty God for our victory and deliverance 
and for the liberation of almost all of Europe 
from its cruel bondage. It seems to us 
particularly appropriate that on that day 

Church collections should be made on behalf 
of the Christian Churches in liberated 
Europe, in token of our sympathy and 
fellowship with those whose heroic witness 
to the Christian Faith has brought upon 
them such suffering and persecution and on 
whose vital influence in the days of recon- 
struction so much will depend. 

“With the support of the British Council 


econstruction in Europe is hoping to raise 
-a million pounds, as a contribution from this 
country towards the immense and costly 
task which will face the liberated Churches 
of re-establishing their ministry, providing 
Bibles and theological literature, training 
their ordinands, restarting their youth 
organizations, erecting temporary church 
uildings* in ruined areas and the like. 
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PRIMATE’S STATEMENT ON V-DAY : 
COLLECTIONS 


“We suggest, therefore, on behalf of the . 
Churches which we represent, that on the 
appointed day of ‘thanksgiving, all or part — 
of the Church collections should be given to 
this object, which has so great a claim upon 
our Christian sympathies and so direct a 
bearing on the spiritual recovery of Europe. 

“These collections should be forwarded to 
the appropriate denominational authority, 
to be credited to the fund which each de- 
nomination is raising for this purpose. Col- 
lections at inter-denominational services may 
be sent to The Right Hon. Lord Luke, Hon. 
Treasurer, Christian Reconstruction in Eu- | 
rope, British Council of Churches, 56, 
Bloomsbury Street, London, W.C.1. 

“Gifts may be earmarked for any country 
or any Continental Church; or may be un- 
earmarked, in which case they will be dis- 
tributed in consultation with the Reconstruc- | 
tion Committee of the World Council of 
Churches, on which British Churches are ~ 
represented. The money will be forwarded 
to Europe as and when Treasury approval _ 
is obtained. Further information may be ob- 
tained from The Secretary, C.R.E., British — 
Council of Churches, 56, Bloomsbury Street, | 
London, W.C.1-” 


LEADING FIGURES IN NORWEGIAN - 
AND DANISH CHURCH STRUGGLES : 
ARRIVE IN LONDON. 


Dr. Fjellbu 


Dr. Arne Fijellbu, a leading figure in the 
struggle of the Norwegian Church > against 
Nazism and recently appointed Bishop of 
the liberated area of North Norway, has just 
arrived in London. 


as 


Dr. Fjellbu has been invited to attend the 
enthronement of the Archbishop of Canter- 


bury and the Norwegian Government has 
authorized him to represent the Norwegian 
Church on this occasion. 

Dr. Fjellbu first came into the news in the 
early part of 1942 when, as Dean of Trond- 
heim, he refused to officiate at a service held 
by the Nazis on February 1st in Trondheim 
Cathedral in celebration of Quisling’s ap- 
pointment by the Germans as “Minister 
President” of Norway. Instead, Dr. Fjellbu 
conducted his own service in the afternoon, 
while outside the Cathedral thousands of 
people, prevented by the police from enter- 
ing, joined together in an impressive demon- 
stration of opposition to the Nazis. 

Shortly after this incident Dr. Fjellbu was 
dismissed from his office by the Nazis and 
banished from the diocese of Trondheim. 
For some time he continued to preach and 
travel in other parts of the country, but in 
October, 1942, the police forbade him to enter 
Oslo and its environments. On Easter Sunday, 
1943, he was arrested by the police because 
he refused to obey an order not to preach at 
a local church in the parish in which he was 
then living. A few weeks later he was ban- 
ished to the remote village of Andenes in 
Andoya, the most northerly of the Lofoten 
Islands. 

After staying in Andenes for over a year, 
Dr. Fjellbu managed to make a very adven- 
turous escape into Sweden, arriving there 
just as the Red Army was driving the Ger- 
mans back across the frontier of North Nor- 
way. Shortly after he went to the liberated 
part of Kast Finnmark, North Norway, where 
for a time he acted as chaplain to the Nor- 
wegian Forces who had arrived from Great 
Britain. In December, 1944, he was appoint- 
ed, by Royal Order in Council, Bishop of 
Halogaland, the see of North Norway which 
includes the territory so far liberated. 

Dr. Fjellbu was born in 1890 in Iowa, 
U.S.A., where his father acted as pastor to 
the Norwegian emigrant colony. Ten years 
later the family returned to Norway, and 
Arne Fjellbu took his theological examina- 
tion at Oslo University in 1914. From 1916 
to 1919 he was Norwegian ‘Pastor in Berlin. 
When he returned to Norway he was made a 
Vicar, and in 1937 he became Dean of Trond- 
heim Cathedral. 


An Escaped Danish Pastor 


Pastor Harald Sandbaek is a pastor of the 
Danish Church, who arrived in Sweden some 
months ago, and has recently come to Great 
Britain. While carrying on his clerical work 
in Denmark, Pastor Sandbaek was also 


- 


~ associated with many of the national resis 
_ tance activities of Danish patriots. He was 


eventually caught by the Gestapo who took 
him into custody and subjected him to severe 
treatment and torture. His escape was 
eventually achieved and he sought safety in 
Sweden. Pastor Sandbaek’s resistance acti- 
vities are typical of those carried on by the 
Danish clergy as a whole. They have earned 
for themselves a high place in the affections 
and admiration of the Danish people. Pastor 
Sandbaek himself was the object of a per 
sonal attack by the Nazi radio in Denmark 
who used him to try to show that the Danish 
clergy were being false to their Christia 
calling because they were associated with 
sabotage activities. The Pastor has been in- 
vited to London by the Danish Council as a 
representative of the resisting Danish 
Church. 

He also will attend the enthronement of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. : 


Speeches at the Ministry of Information 


On Monday, April 9th, both Bishop 
Fjellbu and Pastor Sandbaek spoke at a 
Press Conference. - 

The Bishop described conditions in his 
Diocese of Northern Norway, to which he 
was appointed after he had escaped to 
Sweden. He said that much damage had 
been done to towns and villages, many of 
them being completely burnt down. The 
people were living in crowded conditions in 
what few rooms were left. There were great 
distances where there was no church or even 
a hall where people could be gathered to- 
gether for services. Many huge clerical dis- 
tricts had no pastors, but lay readers were 
being trained. Two nurses had been ap- 
pointed and they helped to baptize the chil- 
dren and to reorganize congregational] life. 
“In their:terrible experiences during the oc- 
cupation,” the Bishop said, “the population 
lost all they had; their homes were de- 
stroyed; they had no furniture and no 
clothes. In these’ circumstances their cour- 
age was small and their power to rebuild not 
strong when liberation came. During these 
last few months the situation has much 
altered. They have supplies from England 
of food and clothes and tobacco. Courage to 
start their life anew is returning to them. 
... The relations between the Norwegian 
population and the Russians who liberated 
them are very good. The Russians are re- 
specting the Norwegian point of view, and 
their civil administration does not try to jn- 
trude on Norwegian ways and customs.” 
Speaking personally the Bishop said: “The 
Russians show me great respect and thes 


helped me in many ways. Where there 
ri ‘no hall I have preached in rooms which 
the Russians have fixed up for me, and I 
have been a quite free man in my work. me 
Pastor Sandbaek said that before the war 
he had been in Switzerland and Germany and 


had studied under the great Swiss theologian, - 


Karl Barth. He therefore knew, when the 
Nazis came, that they were not only the 
enemies of Denmark but of Christianity. To 
begin with the Nazis had behaved themselves 
and life had been tolerable. At last they 
became impossible, and resistance to them 
began to be organized. Since January Ist, 
1944, he had been actively engaged in this 
underground movement, and was the leader 
of a group of ten men in Jutland. He was 
asked to take three new men into his group 
and he took precautions to ensure that they 
were genuine when they arrived. Unfortu- 
nately they were intercepted and made to 
hand over the proof of their identity to three 
Quisling substitutes. In this way the group 
was discovered and arrested on September 
5th, 1944. They were taken to prison at 
Aarhus. Pastor Sandbaek was questioned 
by relays of Nazi officials for thirty-nine 
hours, during which time he had neither food 
-nor drink. When arrested he had with him 
a letter, written half an hour before, which 
incriminated him and about which he re- 
fused to speak. The next evening he was 
taken and whipped, and again on two other 
-occasions. On October 31st, 1944, while un- 
dergoing a further cross-examination, he 
heard R.A.F. planes and a distant thud of 
bombs. The official who was interrogating 
him, and three Nazi soldiers also in the room, 
ran out of the door, and he followed them. 
As he ran through the door another bomb 
hit the University building (where the in- 
_terrogation took place). He had a miraculous 
escape, falling through two floors before los- 
ing consciousness. He was then helped to 
_escape from the prison and later from Den- 
mark. 


Service in Westminster Abbey 
At 3 p.m. on April 9th, the fifth anniver- 
sary of the invasion of Denmark and Nor- 
way, a special service was held in West- 
minster Abbey at which Bishop Fjellbu 
_ preached, and Pastor Sandbaek read prayers 
for the two countries. There was a crowded 
congregation including the King of Norway 
3 and other members of the Royal Family, the 
Danish Minister and many other prominent 
Norwegians and Danes. The service was 
conducted by the Dean of Westminster. 
Colour parties carried the Norwegian and 
epteh flags to the altar where they lay 


during the service, and the ceremony ended 
with the singing of the Norwegian and 
Danish national anthems. 


MANY CLERGY ARRESTED IN 
DENMARK AND NORWAY 


We are indebted to a secret Danish Church 
paper for the following information :— 

The Gestapo continues to arrest Danish 
clergymen. Pastor Hanghgj, of Frederiks- 
havn, has recently been put in prison, and 
so have Pastor Vestergaard-Nielsen, of 
Aasted, and Pastor Glahn, of Copenhagen. 
Moreover, three clergymen have been sent 
to German concentration camps, namely, 
Pastor N. J. Madsen, of Sdéndberborg, who 
has been carried as a hostage on German 
transport trains, Pastor Riishgjgaard, of 
Riise, who was removed from the concentra- 
tion camp at Fr¢gslev because the Germans 
considered his influence over his fellow cap- 
tives was too strong, and Pastor Riis, of the 
Lundehus Church in Copenhagen. The Ger- 
mans have taken over, for their own use, the 
deanery at Aarhus. 

In a number of Danish castles and cathe- 
drals precautions have been taken to make 
the woodwork fireproof. The cost of this for 
Roskilde Cathedral alone will amount to 


_ 80,000 Kroner. 


It might be mentioned, as an. item of 
interest, that a Nazi Fiihrer School has. been 
inaugurated in Denmark for members of the 
Wehrmacht. It is the first one outside Gross- 
deutschland. 

In Norway, amongst the thirty bomb 
hostages who have lately been taken to Vic- 
toria Terrace, the headquarters of the Ge- — 
stapo, are two clergymen, namely, Pastor 
Nils Hov, of Afjord, one of the well-known 
publicists of the Norwegian Church and an 
intrepid worker for the Church and for cul- 
ture, and “cand. theol.” Leif Flérnes, secre- 
tary of an important student Christian move- 
ment in Norway. 

A well-known young clergyman of Oslo, EN 
Pastor Thomle, was imprisoned on January 
12th last year in Bredtvedt near Oslo. The ~ 
tale of his arrest runs as follows: During 
the bombardment on New Year’s Eve a 
young N.S. man was killed, and his parents —__ 
asked Thomle to officiate at the funeral. 
Thomle had no objection, but suggested that — 
if the funeral was to be an official one it 
would be more fitting if a clergyman sym- 
pathizing with the young man’s ideas were 
to perform the ceremony. The mother of the — 
boy thereupon approached Quisling, who im- ; 
mediately dismissed Thomle and deported 
him to Helggya. “Bishop” Fréyland at once © 


* 


got hold of the papers dealing with the case 


and intervened. Thomle was called for ex- 
amination and later sent to Bredtvedt. Froy-— 
land never expected this outcome, and he 


actually told Feyling that had he been in a 
similar situation he would have acted in the 
same way as Thomle. 

On New Yeayr’s Day Pastor Hammerstr¢ém 
was on his way to Vaterland Church in Oslo 
to take a service. In Karl Johan Street he 
was stopped by a Gestapo car. The Germans 
asked him what was his profession. When 
they heard he was a clergyman they asked 
whether he belonged to the “N.S. Party.” 
The pastor answered that he did not. “In 
that case, come with us—get into the car.” 
The Germans took Hammerstrgm to the 
bombed areas and forced him to clear up 
debris, together with several others who had 
been kidnapped in the same way. After an 
hour the guard asked him who he was, and 
he explained that he was a clergyman for 
whom his congregation was waiting. The 


guard let him go, and Hammerstrom at last © 


arrived very late to conduct the New Year’s 
service at the Vaterland Church. 


The Germans have occupied Borre Church | 


in Vestfold and filled the building with am- 
munition. Originally they intended to paint 
the edifice black, but they finally contented 


themselves with a camouflage of spruce firs. 


It is probably already well known that the 
Norwegian missions have reacted effectively 
against the N.S. Bishop Kvasnes’s proceed- 
ings against the Norwegian Mission Society. 
Its workers and missionaries all over the 
country renounced all connection with the 
commissioners and the leader, who is the 
“Bishop” himself. The total isolation thus 
caused has so irritated the commissioners 
that actions against the missionaries have 
lately been on the increase. Kvasnes has now 
written a letter demanding that district 
cashiers should give up their authority to 
accept and give receipts for testamentary 
donations and donations through deed or 
gift. Naturally the district cashiers have 
given no reply to this demand and are con- 
tinuing their work as usual, following the 
rules laid down by the mission government. 


Actions against the Norwegian clergy also. 


continue. In the month of January the fol- 
lowing clergymen were dismissed from their 
parishes: Pastor Einar Iversen, Grénlands 
Congregation in Oslo; Pastor Paulus Holm, 
Brevik; and Dean Reidar Kobro, of Kristian- 
sand; all three were sent to Helgéya. Fur- 
thermore, Pastor Ludvig Vagdal, of Salt- 
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Christmas and New Year amnesty. There 
are now about twenty-five clergymen at 
Grini and about twenty in other concentra- 
tion camps and prisons. Pastor Armand’ 
Berg, who had been imprisoned since the 
beginning of November, has now been set at 
liberty. ; q 
In @sterdalen almost all clergymen have 
been dismissed or exiled, and in their places 
N.S. pastors have been appointed. At long” 
intervals the parishes receive visits from 
decent clergymen. For instance, on Decem- 
ber 27th, called the Third Christmas Day, a 
loyal clergyman celebrated Holy Communion — 
in the Ytre Church, Rendalen, and followed. 
this by a christening ceremony. The church 
was full to capacity, and many people Rad ~ 
to be turned away. The christening cere- 
mony was also performed before a full con- 
gregation. Thirty-three children, aged be-- 
tween two and three, were baptized. Most of 
them walked up the aisle by themselves. The 
reason for this mass baptism was that Ytre 
Rendalen had had a N.S. parson for over 
two years. : 


BURMESE ‘CHRISTIANS WELCOME — 
RETURNING BRITISH 


As the Japanese are driven back through © 
Burma no members of our occupying forces 
are welcomed more warmly than the chap-— 
lains, who are greeted with enthusiasm by — 
Burmese Christians. Rae) 

When he went to Monywa, the Rev. Joseph — 
Heaven—still minister of the Bromhan Road — 
Methodist Church, Bedford, though he is ~ 
serving as an R.A.F. Chaplain—found that — 
members of the Methodist Church there had — 
been driven out by bombing. “a 

Hearing that when their homes were de- — 
stroyed ‘they moved to villages some miles — 
out in the country, he went in search of — 
them. In one village he found a Christian — 
community of forty persons; he collected 
them together and held a service, the first — 
Christian service they had attended for three — 
years. . q 

The second time he visited them they col- — 
lected a basket of eggs and bananas which ~ 
he took for the patients of a Service hospital. — 


